EASTON ROYAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held in the Village Hall on
Tuesday 2nd September 2025
At 19:00 

MINUTES

Present :  Anna PATTERSON (Chair), Ben COOPER, Rachel EDWARDS, Barbara FRODSHAM, Peta PUYO (Clerk), Jerry KUNKLER (WCC)
1 member of the public

1. Apologies for absence :  Beverley TURTON (Vice Chair)
2. Declaration of Interests   NONE
3. Approval of the Minutes of the PC Annual meeting Monday, 19th May 2025   APPROVED
4. Report from Jerry Kunkler (Wiltshire Council)
- JK had little to report as “Back to School” is next week.
- PC and the member of public present highlighted ongoing discontent with the state of the B3087 in both directions. As previously declared by Sam HOWELL (WCC Highways), there are no works scheduled for this stretch of road however, JK will speak with Sam HOWELL to voice our concerns.  It was suggested that the PC write to Stewart Wheeler (Burbage councillor) to see if we can join forces to push for improved surfacing.  ACTION PP
- AP and the member of public present reiterated the village discontent with the work carried out by the Parish Steward. JK suggested writing to his line manager at MGroup.  ACTION PP
- Area Board grant for defibrillator battery replacement will be discussed at the next meeting on September 22nd.
- A request has been made to LHFIG for financial assistance for works between the main road and the PC land to the church. Potholes keep reappearing due to people, delivery vans and coaches using this area as a turning point.  Our request will be considered at their next meeting on October 22nd.  PP TO ATTEND
- No news has been received regarding Election Bills and JK has no information as to when these will be issued.
- AP voiced our concern as to the impending costs to maintain the safety and management of the trees on the Rec.  JK confirmed that there are no funds available from WCC for this and that it was for the PC to cover costs as “maintenance”. See Item 11
- AP pleased to inform JK that we are having some success in getting Northern Highways in to the village to carry out gully/channel and drain clearance.  See below re Discretionary Gully Service due between 15th - 19th September.
5. Matters arising from previous meeting
Preparation of site for shed      ONGOING ACTION BC
6. Clerks report
- PP raises concerns as to the cost of tree maintenance on the Rec following recent visits by tree surgeons.  Contact has been made with tree survey companies to potentially enable the council to decide which trees require immediate attention and to forecast future costs.  Over the past 3 years a ringfenced sum has been budgeted, but this will be insufficient given the probable tasks.
- BT has been added as an authorised signatory on the PC Lloyds account.  AP, BT and BC can all now authorise payments (two required)
7. Adoption of Policies
- IT policy   ADOPTED
- BBQ policy   ADOPTED  A copy of this is to be sent to the Village Hall Committee and given to any persons whose requests have been approved.  ACTION PP
- New Financial Regulations 2025     These will be presented at the next meeting.
- Need for a Complaints Policy     It has been AGREED that a Complaints Policy should be drafted for approval at the next meeting.
8. Asset Register -  The removal of one of the brushcutters from the Register was APPROVED as it is beyond repair and has been disposed of.
9. [bookmark: _Hlk482175574]ROW
- Gate on EROY 15 – PP has requested a replacement post for this gate from WCC.  Awaiting reply. To be followed up.   ACTION PP
- The resurfacing carried out following the overhead line improvements is very rough and unpleasant for walkers. Home Farm are to be asked who the PC may contact regarding these works. ACTION PP
10. Highways and Parish Steward
- Channels have been cleared in front of Windsong, Talisker and the Holy Trinity Church.
- Discretionary Gully Service is due between 15th and 19th September. Car owners may be required to move vehicles. A list of gullies to be cleared is to be sent to Northern Highways   ACTION PP   As the channel in front of the church has at last been completely cleared by WCC, the PC feels there is no excuse now for the Parish Steward not to keep this clear.
- To allow the flow of water right down the street, clearance of the ditch at the south end of the village by the landowners is necessary to avoid rainwater backing up and eventual flooding near Dairy Cottage.  The landowners have been reminded of their obligations.
- Gel bags have been ordered from WCC (free) and will be offered to any property at the risk of flooding.
- Access to Harris Lane has been hampered for larger vehicles due to overgrown hedges.  All residents were reminded of their obligation to cut back any hedges and vegetation from the roads and footpaths.  PC to contact the owners of those concerned.  ACTION PP
11. Recreation Ground
- The annual playground inspection is due in September.  The sign from the basketball court has disappeared. If anyone knows of where it is, please contact the PC.  Some wood on the older piece of equipment requires attention.  ACTION PP and BC
- Following concerns as to the state of some trees on the Rec, two tree surgeons were invited to share their thoughts.  They are not, however, able to provide an official survey of the area.  
Getting a tree survey carried out was suggested by the PC as a way forward so as to prioritise works, plan ahead for expenses and cover the liability of the PC.  Two tree survey companies were contacted and quotes received. One was APPROVED by the PC at a cost of £360 (incl VAT). Following the survey, any immediate works will need to be discussed and carried out and considerations will need to be taken for the next budget proposal.
- The Parish Council has decided to control the moles on the rec to hopefully reduce the number of molehills. A contractor will be contacted and employed to carry out works this autumn/winter.    ACTION PP
- The PC wishes to thank all of the volunteers who helped with hedge cutting and trimming around the play area.
12. Easton Royal Academy – Nothing to report
13. External meetings   LHFIG see Item 4
14. Items from the general public
-Hedges and verges next to Bruces Cottages – The PC suggested that the home owner report this on MyWilts.  The hedges should be maintained by the land owners.
- Hedges along Harris Lane.  The homeowners have been contacted to address this issue.
- Moles on the Rec – see Item 11
- The Cooper family have asked for permission to put up a banner next to the Village Hall, advertising their annual Pumpkin Patch.  APPROVED
- A resident has requested to use the Village Hall car park as an overflow car park for guests on Friday, 5th September.  The PC appreciate being asked.  APPROVED
15. Planning- see overleaf
16. Finance – Approval of payments – see overleaf
The annual request for a grant from the Holy Trinity Church, towards the upkeep of the graveyard and cemetery, was added to this list.  The budgeted amount of £500 was APPROVED
17. Proposed dates of next meetings:
PC Meeting    Tuesday, 2nd December 2025 (budget approval)
PC Meeting    Wednesday, 4th February 2025
Annual Community Meeting    Tuesday, 14th April 2026 to be confirmed
Annual PC Meeting    Tuesday, 5th May 2026  to be confirmed



























PLANNING: 
New Applications since last meeting:
	[bookmark: _Hlk207031040]Reference
	Details
	Decision

	PL/2025/06776
	THE OLD STORES
Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area
	Under consultation

	PL/2025/06868
	EASTON GRANGE
Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area
	Under consultation

	PL/2025/05935
	OLD BEER HOUSE
Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area
	No objection ERPC
No objection WCC
 

	PL/2025/04969
	WAVERLEY COTTAGE
Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area
	No objection ERPC
No objection WCC

	PL/2025/02153
	LAMBS CROFT
Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area
	No objection ERPC
No objection WCC

	PL/2025/01056
	EASTON HOUSE

Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area
	No objection ERPC
No objection WCC

	PL/2025/01082
	THE HERMITAGE
Notification of proposed works to trees in a conservation area
	No objection ERPC
No objection WCC




FINANCE:
Payments made (gross):
	08.05.25
	C CHOULES (VE DAY COMMITTEE)
	75.00

	14.05.25
	HUGO FOX (MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION)
	11.99

	22.05.25
	LLOYDS SERVICE CHARGES
	4.25

	24.05.25
	P PUYO (SHIN PADS FOR FOOTPATHS)
	16.99

	24.05.25
	COMMUNITY FIRST INSURANCE (2/3)
	433.07

	27.05.25
	CLERK SALARY (MAY 2025)
	292.75

	06.06.25
	DEFIB STORE
	348.00

	11.06.25
	WALC ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
	48.00

	14.06.25
	HUGO FOX (MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION)
	11.99

	17.06.25
	LLOYDS SERVICE CHARGES
	4.75

	27.06.25
	CLERK SALARY (JUNE 2025)
	292.75

	14.07.25
	HUGO FOX (MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION)
	11.99

	21.07.25
	LLOYDS SERVICE CHARGES
	4.25

	27.07.25
	CLERK SALARY (JULY 2025)
	292.75

	14.08.25
	HUGO FOX (MONTHLY SUBSCRIPTION)
	11.99

	19.08.25
	LLOYDS SERVICE CHARGES
	4.25

	27.08.25
	CLERK SALARY (AUGUST 2025)
	301.85



Payments to approve:
	02.09.25
	HOLY TRINITY CHURCH GRANT
	500.00



Payments received:
	
	NONE
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